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ד‘‘בס  

Parshas Vayakhel-Pikudei, Parshas HaChodesh, Pesach  

KEEPING OUR SPIRITUALITY FRESH 

This week we read Parshas Hachodesh. “Hachodesh Hazeh” refers to the time of renewal of the 
moon, a recurring sign that was meant to be a constant reminder to the Jews to be Mechadesh, to 
rejuvenate and reinvigorate their spiritual selves. Every Rosh Chodesh, the renewal of the monthly 

lunar cycle, is our cue to begin our own renewal.  

A similar message can be gleaned from the Haftarah of this week. The Navi discusses our visiting 
the Bais Hamikdash (Temple) on special occasions (including Rosh Chodesh) and instructs us that 
whoever enters through the northern gate should exit by way of the southern gate, and vice versa. 
He should not go out by way of the gate through which he entered; rather he should exit through 
the opposite side. R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz (5731:16) quotes the Chasid Yaavetz (Avos 1:4) who 
explains the reason for this directive. The nature of a person is to become bored of or even disgust-
ed by something that he is used to seeing regularly. Therefore Hashem didn’t want someone to walk 
out the same way he came and see the same gate that he saw earlier, lest he get too familiar with it. 
This may diminish the excitement he should feel when visiting the Bais Hamikdash. 

The Bais Hamikdash had the power to inspire one who entered with awe; a spiritual trepidation 
would grab hold of him, his heart would be filled by a spirit of purity, and he’d be enveloped in an   

(Continued on page  11)    

 
This COLOR BYSO  is sponsored by Rabbi & Mrs. Yehoshua Borenstein 

 in honor of the  Bar Mitzvah of their son, Shabsi 

Mazel Tov to Shabsi Borenstein on Becoming Bar Mitzvah 
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

Shalosh Seudos is sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Moshe & Marcie Murray on  
Shabbos Hagadol, Parshas Tzav l’ilui nishmas  

Chaya Sorah bas Avrohom Yehoshua, Elke bas Eliezer, Sirel bas Dovid. 

Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Yehoshua & Racheli Borenstein on the bar mitzvah of their son, 
Shabsi. Mazel tov to the entire mishpacha. May they see much nachas from him and all their 
children.  

Mazel Tov to Nachi Spar on his Aufruf and his upcoming marriage IY”H to Aliza Sigler. 
Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Yonason and Chashi Spar and grandparents Rabbi & Mrs. Yaakov & 
Chana Roberts and Mr. & Mrs. Theodore & Sheryle Spar and the entire mishpacha 
The entire kehilla is invited to a joint kiddush at Torah Academy following davening to 
celebrate the Spar and Borenstein Simchas 

Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Mordechai & Tziporah Leah Kalatsky on the birth of son. Mazel 
Tov to the grandparents Rabbi & Mrs. Yaakov & Chana Roberts. IY”H the bris will be Friday 
morning 8:15 at Kenesseth Israel.  

Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Yudi & Raizy Lieber on the birth of a son. Mazel Tov to grandpar-
ents Mr. & Mrs. Gene and Tzippy Weinberg and great-grandmother Mrs. Debbie Weinberg 
and the entire mishpacha.  May the bris take place b'ito u'v'zimano 

Mazel Tov to Eli & Miriam Idstein on their marriage. Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Pinchus and 
Nechama Idstein and the entire mishpacha. May the wedding take place b'sha'ah tova u'matzla-

chas 

Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Leib and Hinda Dukes on the engagement of their son 
Shmuel, to BrookeLynne Garbaty-Smith of Chicago. Mazel Tov to the entire Mishpacha. May 

the wedding take place b'sha'ah tova u'matzlachas 

Mazel Tov to Shlomo Miller on his upcoming Aufruf on Parshas Shemini Apr 22 in honor of 
his impending marriage IY”H to Tali Ruzohorsky. Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Albert and Cha-
ya Miller and grandparents Rabbi & Mrs. Schabes & the entire mishpacha. 
Mazel Tov to Rabbi  & Mrs. David & Esti Silverberg on the bar mitzvah of their son, Aron 

Eliezer Lipa on Parshas Vayikra, April 1st. Mazel tov to the grandparents Rabbi & Mrs. Ephra-
im & Peshie Silverberg , Rabbi & Mrs. Shlomo & Sarah Newmark and great grandfather Mr. 
Berel Silverberg. Mazel tov to the entire mishpacha. May they see much nachas from him 
and all their children.  

Shatnez Checking: Please bring all suits and any wool or linen items garments as early as 
possible to Yoil Menashe Jeff Kreps, 4201 Sunset Blvd next to Bais Yisroel. Back Door. 
612.868.3330. Craig Ancier will accept items until April 3rd,  5100 W. 28th St. 

Apologies to Dr. & Mrs. Michael Wexler and the Weiss family who were inadvertently omit-
ted from the shalach manos scroll. 

Please DO NOT park blocking the shul’s garbage bin. It costs the shul money for a 
special pickup. 

Shalosh Seudos is sponsored by  Rabbi & Mrs. Yehoshua Borenstein 
 in honor of the  Bar Mitzvah of their son, Shabsi 

Annual campaign for Ma'os Chittim/Pesach Fund is underway. Please make your 
checks payable to the Bais Yisroel Tzedaka Fund and give them to Rabbi Greenberg. Tizku 
L'mitzvos! 
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(Continued from page #1)    

aura of holiness. If he would become too accustomed to his surroundings, he would no longer be 
able to be positively influenced. Therefore, it is preferable to walk out through the opposite gate. 

This idea, says R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz, is also clear in the Torah (Vayikra 16:2), where even the Kohen 
Gadol is commanded not to enter the Kodesh Kodashim (Holy of Holies) too often. Rashi explains 
that the reason is since Hashem’s Presence is constantly there, the Kohen should not make it a habit 
of entering because this would diminish his sense of awe. 

This is an important idea for anything in life. Whenever a person feels growth in his spiritual quests, 
he must be careful to preserve the spark that ignited that growth, so that he is able to retain it and not 
slip back when he gets used to the new level he has achieved. [This same idea is found regarding the 
Mann when it fell from Heaven for the first time; see BYSO Parshas Beshalach 5773.] 

This, too, is the reason for the question-answer approach at the Seder on Pesach night. The Mitzva to 
tell over the story of Yetzias (the exodus from) Mitzrayim with enthusiasm can be difficult, certainly 
for those who know the story well. Chazal therefore introduced an unusual method in telling over the 
story so that it stays fresh and exciting. 

It is often difficult to appreciate something when you are used to having it regularly. R’ Chaim 
Shmuelevitz suggests that perhaps one of the reasons that a Yeshiva gives a Bain Hazmanim break is 
to avoid this problem. Bochurim who sit and learn for months on end might lose their appreciation 
for the wonderful Zechus (privilege) that is afforded them to spend their days learning Hashem’s holy 
Torah. Sometimes it’s only when they take a break from learning that they begin to appreciate what a 
treasure they have the rest of the year. 

Perhaps this is another reason why it is fitting for Parshas Hachodesh to be read this time of year, 
because this message is apropos before the upcoming Yom Tov of Pesach, which will be the first 
time in half a year that we will be breaking our daily routine for an extended period. Even we, who 
don’t learn all day in Yeshiva, nevertheless have a daily schedule that we stick to more or less. With 
the hectic hullabaloo of pre-Yom Tov followed by Yom Tov itself, we may come to appreciate a little 
more the days when we are able to learn without all the distraction that this upcoming season brings. 
Hopefully that newfound appreciation will push us to get back to our “regular” schedule with re-
newed vigor once the Yom Tov season has passed. 
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Do you have items in need of toiveling before Pesach? 
Don’t have time to toivel it yourself? 

BAIS YAAKOV SENIOR  

CLASS TOIVELING PROJECT 

When: Sunday, March 26, and Sunday, April 2, 2017 

Free pick-up within Eruv. We will pick up your basket any time after 
3:30pm and return it by 9:00pm. 

Cost: $25 for a standard size laundry basket 

Please make sure your basket is clearly marked with your name and 
phone number. 

Where: If you live outside the Eruv, drop off at the mikvah at Kenesseth 
Israel Synagogue (4330 28th Street) is at 6:00pm.  

We will call you when your basket is ready. 

PLEASE MAKE SURE ALL STICKERS AND GLUE ARE COMPLETELY REMOVED. 
OTHERWISE, THE ITEM WILL UNFORTUNATELY BE RETURNED UNTOIVELED. 

To make a reservation, PLEASE call or text  

Sheva Vorotinov at 612-404-6366. 
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ד‘‘בס  

Halachos of Pesach 5777 

Compiled by: Rabbi Yechezkel Greenberg, Rav 

Cong. Bais Yisroel • 4221 Sunset Blvd. Minneapolis MN 55416 

952-926-7867 • www.baisyisroel.org • office@baisyisroel.org 

HECHSHER KEILIM -- KASHERING SMALL KEILIM (UTENSILS): These laws are quite 

intricate and extensive.  What follows is a very brief synopsis of them.  There are different meth-

ods of kashering depending on the nature of the item and its use. Many utensils are either ex-

tremely difficult or are simply not permitted to be kashered. Items For items that need both ka-

shering and tevillah, kashering should be done first and then the immersion in the mikvah. The 

time, location and details for this year’s kashering will be announced, IY”H as soon as the 

details are finalized. All utensils undergoing kashering should be completely cleaned — free of 

all dirt and palpable rust — and not used with heat or hot items for 24 hours prior to the kasher-

ing process. Only utensils manufactured from wood, stone, metal and natural rubber may be 

kashered. These include Kiddush cups, pots, silver trays and serving pieces, silverware and vari-

ous utensils. Graters, grinders and sieves, as well as frying pans and skewers, may not be ka-

shered through Hagalah. 

For those who would like to kasher at home, it may be done in a clean chometz pot. First boil a 

full pot of water, spill it out, and then refill the pot and bring to a boil. After each item is inserted 

for koshering, make sure the water is again at a boil before inserting the next item. All utensils 

should be rinsed with cold water after kashering. —Kashering may also be done in a Pesach pot. 

Since we only kasher utensils that haven’t been used for 24 hours, there is halachically no need 

to re-kasher the Pesach pot for Pesach use. However, some have the custom to do so. 

KASHERING APPLIANCES. OVENS: —R’ Aharon Kotler held that if the oven is not a ben 

yomo (i.e., hasn’t been used for 24 hours) then libun kal is sufficient. It should be cleaned well 

with Easy-off (including the inside of the door), then left on broil for two hours. According to R’ 

Shmuel Kamenetzky, one hour is sufficient. —R’ Moshe Feinstein held libun chumur is needed. 

This means to blowtorch each spot for a few minutes. This method helps without any prior clean-

ing, and even if it is a ben yomo. The door, though, should be cleaned and covered with foil. —If 

an oven insert is used, all agree there is no need to kasher the oven, but many have the custom to 

do libun kal before placing the insert inside. —If you have a self-cleaning oven, running a full 

self-clean cycle is the equivalent of libun chamur. No prior cleaning is necessary and there is no 

need to wait 24 hours. The inside of the door should be covered with foil for Pesach. Alternative-

ly, the inside of the door may be cleaned with ammonia or something similar that will invalidate 

the chometz from  being fit to be eaten by a dog, prior to running the self-clean cycle. NOTE: 

Some newer ovens have a self-clean cycle that only reaches 600 degrees F (and not to 900 deg. 

as the standard self-clean cycle has been). That is not hot enough for libun chamur according to 

R’ Moshe. For such an oven, the only option would be to follow the libun kal guidelines men-

tioned above. —The outside of the door, and all knobs and handles should be cleaned well. (It’s 

advisable here also to clean with ammonia or the like.) Many have the custom to also cover the 
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knobs with foil. —If the broiler tray under the oven was used for chometz, it may only be ka-

shered with a blowtorch. —If chometz was placed directly on the oven racks, they need libun 

chamur. (Leave them in the oven during the self-cleaning cycle.) Otherwise, according to R’ 

Aharon, libun kal would suffice. STOVETOPS: —Electric grates are kashered by turning the 

coil onto its hottest temperature for 15 minutes. —Gas grates are kashered by placing a blech or 

large pot (even a chometz one, if clean), or even heavy duty foil over the burners and turning on 

the highest flame for 15 minutes. (For safety it may be advisable not to do all four at once!) Al-

ternatively, the grates may be placed into the oven during the self-clean cycle. The actual metal 

source of the gas flow need not be cleaned. —For stovetops with a flat glass top (with the electric 

coils under the surface) turn all the burners on (the highest setting) for 45 minutes. Do not cover 

them, as that may cause it to break. —All areas of the stovetop should be cleaned well and cov-

ered with foil.  —The oven hood should be cleaned well and covered with foil. SINKS: Enamel 

or ceramic sinks cannot be kashered, and a sink insert should be used. Some cover the sink with 

contact paper before placing the insert inside. —Stainless steel sinks can be kashered. The sink 

should not be used for hot 24 hours before kashering. It should be cleaned well, including all 

cracks and crevices. (Again, ammonia is advisable.) Boiling water is then poured from a pot 

which was heated on the fire (kli rishon) directly onto every spot in the sink. Extra attention 

should be given to the drain, as sometimes something can be stuck down there. Ammonia or the 

like should be poured down, too, to invalidate any food residue. This should be done even if you 

are using a sink insert and not kashering the rest of the sink, since sometimes the drain can back 

up and water from the drain will end up in the sink. —The faucet should be turned on hot, and 

when the water reaches its hottest temperature, boiling water should be poured on the outside of 

the spigot. The aerator and filter should preferably be replaced for Pesach. Otherwise clean it 

very well and pour boiling water over it. The hot & cold knobs should be cleaned well and cov-

ered with plastic. COUNTER-TOPS: Granite, smooth marble (but not grooved marble), metal 

and smooth wood counters can be kashered, by pouring boiling water from a kli rishon on every 

spot. If the granite has been coated with a protective polyurethane or plastic finish, it cannot be 

kashered. —Other types should be cleaned well and covered well, with a thick covering that 

won’t tear over Pesach. The backsplash should also be cleaned and covered. MICROWAVE 

OVENS: Most today have plastic or enamel and should not be kashered for Pesach. DISH-

WASHERS should be cleaned and sealed and not used on Pesach. 

RELATED TO KASHERING: —One who has fillings in his teeth should stop eating hot cho-

metz 24 hours before the latest time for eating chometz. —One who has braces must clean them 

extremely well, and should not eat hot chametz 24 hours before the time. Some hold that because 

food can get stuck, no chametz should be eaten during that period. Those braces that are remova-

ble should be removed, and if possible (without ruining them) hot water should be poured over 

them. —False teeth should also be cleaned, and hot water should be poured over them if possi-

ble. No hot chometz should be eaten for 24 hours before. —Any oral insert (e.g., some bite 

plates or retainers) that may be ruined if boiling water is poured on them, should be cleaned 

well and not used with hot chometz for 24 hours before the time. 

OTHER RELATED ITEMS: —Tables and chairs must be cleaned of all chametz. (Again, 

ammonia or bleach is a good idea.) The table must then be covered well. Some are careful to 

have at least one layer of covering that is waterproof. —Refrigerator. Shelves should be re-

moved to clean well of all chametz, and then should be covered well. (Be careful not to cut off 
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gael. May it come speedily in our time. 

SOME IMPORTANT YOM TOV REMINDERS: 

Please DO NOT park blocking the shul’s garbage bin. It can cost the shul money for a 

special pickup. 

On Monday Erev Pesach, when you take your garbage bins to the curb, be mafkir 

(declare ownerless) the garbage inside just in case the pickup is late and doesn’t come until after 

the latest time you may own the chometz. This helps in our community since the bins belong to 

the city; therefore the chometz is no longer in your property. 

Prior to the second days of Yom Tov, garbage bins must be taken out to the curb before 

Yom Tov begins on Sunday evening for the Monday pickup. They may be moved back after 

nightfall Monday night if they are still empty. 

Gas flames on the range (but not electric) may be raised on Yom Tov (only; not on 

Shabbos!!) but NOT lowered. If there is food on the flame that will burn, it may be lowered then 

but NOT shut. 

As with any Yom Tov, many will be leaving on their gas ovens/ranges for a long peri-

od of time. It is advisable to leave windows/doors open a bit to avoid Carbon Monoxide buildup, 

and please ensure that you have working Carbon Monoxide detectors with fresh batteries. 

Havdala after Yom Tov consists only of the Bracha on wine and the Bracha of Hamav-

dil. No fire or spices are used. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BE GOOD NEIGHBORS!  1. Drive responsibly on Joppa 

Ave at shul and TA: don't speed, stop fully at STOP signs, and don't park within 5' of a driveway.  

2. While walking to and from shul, do not block the street to passing cars. Use the sidewalks!  3. 

It would be advisable to wear some type of reflector when walking at night. THANK YOU for 

helping us make a Kiddush Hashem! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 28th St. Mikvah 
will be open FOR MEN after davening 

 

Every Erev Shabbos 

Mon, April 10th, Erev Pesach until 7:15 PM.   

Sun, April 16th, Erev Yom Tov, until 7:15 PM  

Toiveling Keylim 

The Mikvah is usually open for Toiveling Keilim the first Sunday of each month. 

For Passover, the Mikvah will be open for Keilim 11 AM – 7 PM every 
Sunday until Passover. 

 

 

The Bais Yaakov Senior Class cordially invites you 

to be a part of a Bais Yaakov 

 PLAY  2.0! 

Future actresses and dancers have this incredible  

opportunity to put on a mini Turning Pointe play! 

Time: Sundays - March 26 & April 2   12:00-2:00   

Place: Bais Yaakov  (Snack provided) 

Price: $20 per child (for both days) 

Ages: 1st grade to 5th grade girls 

Performance at 2:00 P.M. on April 2 

Mothers, sisters, and boys (2nd grade and below) may attend. 

Questions: Contact Shira Cohen -952-356-9211 

Video of play will be emailed to parents 
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too: 

     

 egg   zeroah 

     

    marror  

        karpas    charoses  

  chazeres  

KIDDUSH AND THE FOUR KOSOS. Both men and women are obligated to perform 

this Mitzvah correctly. Have the intention to fulfill two mitzvos, Kiddush and the first of the four 

Kosos. Drink the Kos reclining. Women need not recline. The Kos must contain a reviyis of wine, 

for which 3.3 oz. is sufficient. (For those who have difficulty, 2.9 oz. is sufficient.) Preferably one 

should drink the entire amount in the kos. If unable to do so, drink rov reviyis, (most of the con-

tents) and you are yotzeh -- you’ve fulfilled  the requirement. The fourth kos should be completely 

finished to enable you to recite a Bracha Acharona. It is preferable to drink wine for the kosos as 

the alcohol adds the necessary dimension of cheyrus -- freedom. The wine should be red, un-

cooked and without added sugar. If not available, any Kosher red wine may be used. The order of 

preference for the Arba Kosos is as follows:  

1. Wine  

2. Wine with grape juice  

3. Wine with water  

MATZOH. Shmura Matzah must be used for both Sedorim. Everyone is obligated in 

this Mitzvah in the following amounts: Motzi Matzah - approximately 3/4 of machine matzah, or 

2/5 of a hand matza for a matza of average thickness (7-8 matzos per pound). For thicker matza (6 

per pound) only 1/3 of the matza needs to be eaten, while for a thinner matza (9 per pound) 1/2 of 

the matza should be eaten.  Korech: approximately 1/2 of machine matza, or 1/4 of a hand matzah 

of average thickness, 1/3 of a thin hand matza and 1/5 of a thick hand matza.  For the afikoman: 

same as Motzi Matza. Some are more lenient: approx. 3/10 of a medium hand matza, 2/5 of a thin 

one and ¼ of a thick one, or 3/5 of a machine matzah. The matzah should preferably be eaten in 2 

to 4 minutes but no longer than 9 minutes. The meal should be completed early enough to allow 

the eating of the Afikoman before chatzos (1:14 AM). Contrary to rumor, women are also re-

quired to recite the entire Haggadah and eat the Afikoman.  

MARROR. Do not completely coat the Marror in Charoses, as it is supposed to taste 

bitter. If you use Romaine lettuce leaves, the amount for both maror and korech is an amount 

covering an area of 8x10 inches. If you use stalks, either 2 large stalks or four small stalks would 

be sufficient. If you are brave and use fresh pure grated horseradish for marror, use 1.1 fluid 

ounces; for korech, 0.7 fluid ounces. Eat in a span preferably of 2-4 minutes, up to a maximum of 

9 minutes.  

SIPPUR YETZYIAS MITZRAYIM. The Haggadah. The highlight of the Seder is the 

reliving and retelling of the miraculous exodus from Mitzrayim. Involve the children; make it real 

for them. As each of us sits at our Seder and recites Leshana Haba’ah BeYerushalayim, may we 

all be zocheh to the Geula Amitis -- the true redemption. BeNisan Nigalu UveNisan Asidin Lehi-

 
4. Grape Juice 

 5.  Grape juice with water  
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the airflow inside.) —Highchairs should be cleaned well, especially the tray. The tray should 

then be covered well, so as not to rip. —Hand towels and bibs that were cleaned well in the 

wash may halachically be used for Pesach, but many have the custom to purchase separate ones 

for Pesach. —Tablecloths may be used for Pesach, but must be washed extremely well. Here, 

too, many will purchase separate ones for Pesach. 

TEVILAS KEILIM New dishes or utensils, sold or manufactured by a non-Jew must be im-

mersed in a kosher mikvah prior to use. Remove all stickers, adhesives and labels prior to their 

immersion.  Some utensils such as those made of metal or glass need a Bracha; others are im-

mersed without a Bracha. Most chinaware, earthenware, and wooden utensils do not have to be 

toiveled at all. When in doubt, ask. The 28th St. Men’s Mikvah is available afternoons for 

tevilas keilim. There is a schedule found elsewhere in this guide. In addition, please see the Bais 

Yaakov flyer advertising their toiveling service. 

MECHIRAS CHAMETZ. Any time after davening, individuals may sign a Shtar Harsha’ah, a 

contract authorizing me to sell their Chametz to a non-Jew. To be included this must be done no 

later than 9:00 A.M. Monday morning, April 10th, Erev Pesach, but PLEASE try not to wait until 

the last minute!! Please make your checks payable either to Rabbi Greenberg or to Bais Yis-

roel Tzedaka Fund. 

SHABBOS HAGADOL DRASHA. The traditional Shabbos Hagadol drasha will be given on 

Shabbos, Parshas Tzav, April 8th, at 6:25 P.M. The Drasha will include some Halacha Lemeiysa, 

practical applications of Hilchos Pesach.. (See Flyer on Back Page) 

BEDIKAS CHAMETZ: SEARCH and DESTROY. Pesach is a unique Yom Tov in that Cha-

metz, which is permitted year round, is strictly forbidden during the eight-day holiday. In fact 

there are two separate prohibitions concerning seeing and finding chametz in one's possession. 

We are also very concerned with inadvertently finding and eating chometz on Pesach. Therefore 

there is a Mitzvah not just to destroy chametz but to search for it as well. This is referred to as 

Bedikas Chametz. This year the bedikah takes place Sunday evening, prior to the 14th of Nissan, 

April 9th
 beginning 8:42 P.M.  Do not begin a meal, start any work or even learn Torah half an 

hour prior to the time of the Bedikah. The minhag is to have a family member put out ten pieces 

of chametz before the search. Make sure they are rather small so as not to equal a kezayis and 

wrap them up so as not to allow crumbs to break off. Keep a list as to where they were placed. 

Recite the bracha; no talking is permitted between the bracha and the start of the search. Family 

members may help with the search. Preferably, the only talking during the search should concern 

matters relating solely to the Bedikah. Use a candle with a single wick. A flashlight may be used 

in places where a candle is inadequate or dangerous. This is not merely a ceremony but a thor-

ough search. Search all rooms especially in a home where there are younger children. A less thor-

ough search may be done in areas that were cleaned earlier. Pockets and cuffs of garments should 

be checked for chometz. The car, telephone, baby carriages, high chairs, tables, chairs and bench-

es are all high priority. One should check behind appliances if they are easily movable. Seforim 

and books that have been used at the table during the year need Bedikah, and they should not be 

used at the Pesach table. Benchers used at the chometz table should be put away for Pesach. 

Businesses and offices must also be searched.  After the Bedikah recite the Kol Chamirah nullify-

ing all unknown chometz and relinquishing it from your ownership. Kol Chamirah must be said 

in a language you understand. 
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Chometz found during the Bedikah should be put away in a secure fashion and place until it is 

burned the next day so that crumbs will not be scattered throughout the house.  

BEDIKAS CHAMETZ FOR TRAVELERS: These halachos are numerous, but we will try to 

cover a number of common cases. — One who is leaving home for the duration of Yom Tov, and 

leaves his home within 30 days of Pesach (but before erev Pesach), must do a bedika the night 

before he leaves, without a bracha. If he leaves home more than 30 days before Pesach, he need 

not do a bedika at all and may rely on bittul. — If one is moving out of his home before Pesach, it 

depends on the following: If he’s moving into his new home before Pesach, his obligation of bed-

ika is only on the new home. If, though, he’s not moving into a new place until after Pesach, then, 

if the old home is owned by a frum Jew, it’s the owner’s obligation to do bedika. Otherwise the 

one who moved out must do the bedika, unless someone else is moving in before Pesach. — Bo-

churim returning home from Yeshiva must do a bedika on their dorm rooms before they leave. — 

Those going to hotels for Pesach must do a bedika on their hotel rooms, with the following guide-

lines: If one arrives at the hotel before the night of erev Pesach, a regular bedika with a bracha 

should be done. (If the room was cleaned well by the hotel staff, as one would expect, one should 

eat a chometz meal in the room beforehand in order to be able to say the bracha before checking.) 

One who arrives on erev Pesach (or on Chol Hamo’ed for a 2nd days stay) must still do a bedika, 

unless the owner in a frum Jew who himself did a proper bedika. — Married children who are 

staying with their parents for Pesach may do a bedika with a bracha in the room that they will be 

staying in for Yom Tov. 

EREV PESACH, Monday, April 10th. Shacharis (6:30 & 8:15 AM) Mizmor L’Sodah and Lami-

natzayach are omitted from davening. 

SIYUM BECHORIM. All first-born sons are required to fast Erev Pesach in gratitude for and 

commemoration of the Jewish firstborn who were saved during Makas Bechoros. This year any 

Bechor, or someone whose son is a Bechor and still a minor is obligated to fast on Monday, the 

14th of Nissan, April 10th, beginning 5:25 AM. A first born of either parent is required to fast, 

including bechorim of Kohanim and Leviyim. A Bechor born after a miscarriage (Rchm”l) should 

also fast, even though he did not have a Pidyon HaBen. There is a custom to end the fast by par-

ticipating in a siyum, a festive meal celebrating the conclusion of a Mesechta. To be released from 

the obligation to fast you must be present in Shul, when at the conclusion of Shacharis, a siyum on 

a Mesechta will take place. To be considered a participant, you must eat something from the 

Seudah. 

BIYUR CHAMETZ.  Chametz may not be eaten after 10:37 A.M. The burning of the chometz 

must be completed on Monday, before 11:55 A.M. Do not saturate the chometz with lighter fluid 

or the like prior to burning it; this may render it inedible before the burning, thereby rendering it 

ineligible for the fulfillment of the mitzvah of burning. Some have a custom to add the hoshanos 

and aravos of Succos and wicks from Chanukah to the fire. The chometz should be burned until it 

is completely charred. AFTER the chometz is completely burned, the bitul is recited nullifying 

and relinquishing ownership of any and all remaining chametz. The entire process must be com-

pleted before 11:55 A.M. There are differing opinions whether one should acquire a piece of cho-

metz to burn if he no longer owns any by Erev Pesach. The Mishna Brura holds that one should 

try to do so. 

EREV PESACH: After chatzos (midday), which is 1:14 PM, melacha (work) is not allowed, and 
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the halachos are similar to those of chol hamo’ed. Therefore, haircuts and nail cutting should be 

completed before that time. The Mishna Brura says that if it was not done earlier, it may be done 

after chatzos. 

PREPARATIONS FOR THE SEDER - FIRST NIGHT.  Although during the year we refrain 

from displaying our nicest silver, china and linen all at one time, in memory of the destruction of 

the Bais HaMikdosh, on the night that we celebrate our freedom, the night of the Seder, the table 

should be set with our finest and most elegant possessions. The minhag is not to eat roasted meat 

or poultry. Most Poskim prohibit even meat roasted in a pot with no liquid added. The entire Se-

der table should be prepared in advance on Monday, so that the Seder can begin immediately 

after nightfall, and to avoid any possibility of violating prohibitions of Yom Tov.   

All wine bottles that will be needed for the Sedorim should be opened before Yom Tov. The 

Zeroah and Beytza should be roasted before Yom Tov. The salt water should be prepared before 

Yom Tov as well as the marror leaves or stalks which must be carefully checked for bugs before 

Yom Tov begins. The horseradish should be grated prior to Yom Tov. The charoses should be 

prepared before Yom Tov. —If one neglected these preparations until Yom Tov, the following 

guidelines may be used:  The Zeroah and Beytza may be roasted on Yom Tov, but they must then 

be used that day. (The zeroah can’t be eaten until daytime.) The charoses may be ground with a 

shinui (change, e.g. onto the table instead of on a plate). The mixing is OK without a shinui, since 

kneading is allowed on Yom Tov. Only a small amount of saltwater should be made, no more 

than is needed for that night. Its ingredients, too, should be combined with a shinui (e.g. put the 

water in first and then the salt). The horseradish for marror may be ground with a shinui (see 

above, charoses). Marror leaves may be checked for bugs on Yom Tov, but only as much as is 

needed for that night. 

The Shabbos/ Yom Tov candles are lit 18 minutes before sunset at 7:34 P.M. Some have the cus-

tom to light later, before the seder begins. When lighting Yom Tov candles, the Bracha should be 

said first and then the candles lit, unless your custom is the opposite. Even though we normally 

are allowed to recite Kiddush before nightfall Leyl Yom Tov, Kiddush on Seder night must be 

recited after nightfall. Kiddush is counted as the first of the Arba Kosos and therefore is connect-

ed to the Haggadah. The obligation of Sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim begins only after nightfall. Also, 

the mitzvah of matza and morror coincide with the eating of the Korban Pesach, which may only 

be eaten at night. Therefore, Kiddush may only be recited at night, when eating the matza is per-

mitted. Therefore, the Seder should absolutely not commence until after nightfall at 8:43 P.M. 

SECOND SEDER: Tuesday night. One is prohibited from preparing anything on the first day of 

Yom Tov for the second day of Yom Tov. Any and all preparations including setting the table, 

seating and pillow arrangements, must be done after nightfall. Do not light candles or begin any 

preparations before 8:45 P.M.  The horseradish may be grated the night of the second Seder so as 

not to lose its sharpness. It should be grated with a shinuy (in an unusual manner), either by hold-

ing the standing grater upside down, by grating the horseradish with the left hand, if one is right 

handed, or by grating the horseradish over a tablecloth or counter instead of a bowl. If this is dif-

ficult to do on Yom Tov it can be grated on Monday, Erev Pesach as long as it is well sealed in a 

Tupperware--type container. The charoses should be prepared on Monday. If, however, one ne-

glected to do so, it may be prepared with a shinuy.  

THE SEDER PLATE. Below is one widely used arrangement (Ari Zal); there are other customs, 


