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Message from The Rav

Davening Times
Fri Erev Shabbos, Parshas Vayechi Jan 6
Shacharis 6:44 & 8:30 AM
Mincha 4:30 PM CL 4:29 PM
Latest Kiddush Levana 9:13 PM CST
Shabbos, Jan 7
Shacharis 8:30 AM
Latest Shema (MG”A/GR”A) 9:29/10:05
Latest Shemona Esrei (GR” A) 10:50
Mincha 4:15 PM
Shabbos is over 5:39 PM
Avos Ubonim 6:45 PM
For the week of Jan 8 – Jan 13
Earliest Donning of Tallis & Tefillin 6:386:36 AM
Earliest Bracha on Tallis 7:10-7:08 AM
Sunday, Jan 8
Shacharis 7:20 & 8:30 AM
1st Mincha 12:55 PM
Mincha 4:35 PM
2nd Maariv 8 PM
Monday -Thursday, Jan 9 – Jan 12
Shacharis Mon - Tue - 6:43 & 8:30 AM
Shacharis Wed- Thu – 6:42 & 8:30 AM
Mincha 4:35 PM
2nd Maariv 8 PM
Fri Erev Shabbos, Parshas Shemos Jan 13
Shacharis 6:41 & 8:30 AM
Mincha 4:40 PM CL 4:37 PM

Additional Minyanim

Rav Yechezkel Tzvi Greenberg

It’s All for the Best

יחזקאל צבי גרינברג
רב קהילת בית ישראל
מיניאפוליס מיניסוטה

Yaakov says to Yosef, “Hashem who shepherded me.” Why does Yaakov use the strange title of
“shepherd” in reference to Hashem? It’s especially difficult to understand because shepherds were
generally not the wisest or most cultured people, and we find that Chazal did not assume them to
be the most honest people, either. We find in Tehillim (Perek 23) that Dovid Hamelech also calls
Hashem a shepherd, and Chazal tell us that he learned to do that from Yaakov. How do we
understand this?
The Matnas Chaim cites R' Chaim Volozhiner who explains that a shepherd, from the sheep’s
perspective, could seem to be cruel. At times he will strike the sheep with his stick, and he will
sometimes send the sheepdog after them. The shepherd may prevent the sheep from running off
to a field where the sheep notices better grass to graze on. What the sheep doesn’t realize is that
the shepherd does all this for the benefit of the sheep. The shepherd knows where the best
grazing ground is (as the Posuk states, “Bin’os Desheh Yarbitzeini”), and if the sheep is tired and
wants to rest, the shepherd may force it to continue because he knows where the cool springs of
water are (“Al Mei Menuchos Yinahaleini”) and where it’s best to rest.
Yaakov had complained to Paroh how his life had been difficult, but now at the end of his life he
looked back and told Yosef that although at the time I didn’t understand, I now see that Hashem
was like a shepherd. Everything He did was for my good.
Challenges are given to us by Hashem for us to grow from. Sometimes, it becomes clear
afterwards that the outcome of the seeming challenge is really what you were asking or hoping for
all along. The challenge was provided by Hashem specifically to get us to where we would like to
go.
When Yosef and the brothers returned from burying Yaakov, the brothers were concerned that now
that Yaakov was no longer alive, Yosef would finally take revenge against them. The sent him a
message saying, “ אנא שא נא פשע אחיך-- Please forgive the sin of your brothers.” The great
Kabbalist, R’ Shamshon of Astropoli, explained the deeper meaning of their message. Hashem’s
Merkava (Divine “Chariot”) is engraved with four images, a ( שורox), ( נשרeagle), ( אריהlion) and
( אדםperson). The Zohar teaches that the person was the likeness of Yaakov Avinu, and we know
that the ox is representative of Yosef. How did Yosef merit to be engraved on the Merkava?
Because he retained his sanctity and withstood the terrible temptation of Potifar’s wife. That only
happened because of his sale to Mitzrayim by the brothers.
(Cont)

Shacharis

Kollel 7:00 am
Yeshiva 7:50 am

Mincha

Kollel 2:45 pm
Yeshiva 1:40 pm
Yeshiva 3:25 pm

Ma'ariv

Yeshiva 8:55 pm
Kollel 10:00 pm

Mazel Tov!

Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Benyamin &Yehudis
Zuckman on the birth of a son. Mazel Tov to the
grandparents Rabbi & Mrs. Isaac Zev & Carol
Maskovitz. Mazel Tov to the entire family. May he grow
to Torah, Chupa, and Ma’asim Tovim.
Mazel Tov Mr. & Mrs. Arnie & Hindy Frishman on
engagement of their son Eli to Lauren Koralnik from
Newton, MA. Mazel Tov to the entire family. May they
zoche to build a Bais Ne'eman B'yisroel
Announcements
BNOS this week at 2:15-3:15 PM

Eruv of Minnesota is conducting its annual drive to raise funds for the
operation and maintenance of the Community Eruv. Please respond
generously by mailing your donation check to 4800 West 27th Street,
Minneapolis, 55416 or going to the Eruv of Minnesota Facebook page
and using the donate button to use Paypal.
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קהילת בית ישראל

This is what the brothers were hinting to Yosef.
They said  אנאand then שא נא, meaning to say
that before we sent you to Mitzrayim, there would
have been only three images on the Merkava,
those that begin with the letters of אנא, the אריה,
the  נשרand the אדם. Now, however, it is the four
letters of שא נא. You, too, who are depicted by
the שור, are engraved on the Merkava. So, don’t
be angry with us.
It would seem from Yosef’s response that he took
the message to heart and agreed. He consoled the
brothers and said, although your intentions were
bad, Hashem’s were for the good, for me to keep
the people alive during the famine. The Be’er
Yosef wonders about the interesting terminology
in the Posuk:  ;למען עשה כיום הזהthese words
don’t seem to fit. He says that it’s hinting at the
day that Potifar’s wife made her advances to
Yosef, where the Posuk uses a similar term: ויהי
כהיום הזה. Yosef was conceding to the brothers
that he understood that it was only through his
sale to Mitzrayim that he became the symbol of
Kedusha (sanctity) for all generations, thus
fulfilling his life’s mission.
R' Aryeh Geretz, one of the founding members of
our Kollel, told the story of his brother-in-law who
was trying out for a position in a prestigious
elementary school in New York. In the morning, as
he was heading out the door to give his model
lesson, his young child cut himself and needed
tending to. Imagine the thoughts going through his
mind: “Oh, no! This had to happen now?! I need to
be on time for my tryout!” He quickly grabbed a
few Band-Aids, took care of his child’s cut,
absentmindedly put the extra Band-Aid in his shirt
pocket, and raced off to school. It so happened
that during the model lesson, one of the boys got
cut and he pulled that Band-Aid out of his pocket
and took care of the student. His model lesson
was good, and he got the job. He later learned
that the school had equally liked another of the
candidates, but they had been so impressed by
how he came to class prepared for any
eventuality, even for a child that might get hurt,
that they chose him.

Shiurim at Shul
Rabbi Gibber
Minchas Chinuch Sun 8 am
Rabbi Markowitz:
Shabbos morning after davening, Shailos from the week
Sunday morning 9:15 am Semichas Chaver Program
Monday nights on zoom Yoreh Deah shiur, Basar B'chalav.
Recordings available on shul website and on podcast platforms
Sunday -Thursday Dirshu Mishnah Berurah shiur (podcast only)
link available on shul website.
12 minute Halacha shiur podcast, on shul website
Rabbi Weinberg:
Gemara Shiur Mesechta Shabbos.
M-F following 6:30 Shacharis.
Mishna Brurah.
Sun-Fri 1/2 hour before Shacharis.
Rabbi Greenberg
Amud Yomi, Sun-Thur 9:15-10pm
Mr. Daniel Kutoff
Chumash B'Yom Iyun, Shabbos.
Rabbi Meyer Roberts
Sefrei Chofetz Chaim, 30 min before Mincha.
Morning Daf Yomi Shiur
Sun-After Ma'ariv.
M-F-after Shacharis.
Shabbos during Shalosh Seudos.

*Frankel’s World of Judaica 952-926-3738 Hours-Open Sun –Thurs, 12-6 PM, Fri 12-4 PM * TA wine Store: call/text R’ Silverberg @ 612-366-1652 * Tomchei
Shabbos helps families w/ basic Shabbos necessities. Contact Rabbi Greenberg to recommend someone in need or to sponsor. Sponsorship $35-week/ $150/
mo. * To add a name: Mi Sheberach L'cholim list, call 917-753- 7057 or email ndeitel@gmail.com, Tehillim list, text 612.703-9015 or email
aarahaizman@hotmail.com * Adopt –A– Kollel– Call Mr. Noam Jaffa 612-578-6643 * Gemachim Info—Rabbi Meir Smith 612-799-8529 * Women’s Tehillim:
Mons 9:15 PM at Engelson’s home * Sorahla’s Baby Gemach –Mrs. Pam 952-922-9324 * Order a Shtender: Call the shul office. Cost: $250. * Shatnez Lab,
Chaim Ancier, 5100 W. 28th St -612-209 4811 & Yoil Menashe Jeff Kreps, 4201 Sunset Blvd 612-868-3330 * Clothing Connection Gemach Mrs. E Goldberg 952
929- 9769 –H/ 612 518 1903-C * Modest Hospital Gowns Gemach-Mrs. Pam 952-922-9324 * Minneapolis Chaveirim for basic car needs- 612-930-3901/ email
ChaveirimMinneapolis@gmail.com * Women’s Weekly Lunch & Learn, Call Mrs. Chana Zucker to get weekly notifications 952-994-4200 * MN Halachic
Living Will –baisyisroel.org * Safrus Needs - Rabbi Yaakov E. Mandelbaum (612) 715-8460 * Jewish Library: Children & teens. Th 4:15-5:30 PM & Sun 10-11 AM
& 6-7 PM. Contact Juli Sherman 952.926-0334
Bais Yisroel Shabbos Observer is a weekly publication that brings you Divrei Torah on the weekly parsha &
community events. To submit items for publication please contact the Office by Wednesday at 11 AM, of
each week. For general information regarding activities, events or membership please contact the shul office
or HaRav Yechezkel Greenberg. To receive the E-BYSO, please sign up on the website.
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Congregation Bais Yisroel 4221 Sunset Blvd, Mpls, MN 55416 Phone: 952-926-7867
office@baisyisroel.org, ygreenberg@baisyisroel.org, Webpage: www.baisyisroel.org

HaRav Moshe Tuvia Lieff, Shlita, Founding Morah D’asra (1990-2009)
Arnie and Hindy Frishman: Founding BYSO Editors

Volume 18: Issue 10

קהילת בית ישראל

